THE  COLLECTED  WORKS  OF  MAKtATMA
our duty to see that the untouchables do not feel that they are
despised or looked down upon. Let them not be offered leavings
from our plates for their subsistence. How can I accord diffe-
rential treatment to any person, be he Brahmin or Bhangi, who
worships the same God and keeps his body and soul pure and
clean? I for one would regard myself as having sinned if I gave
to a Bhangi unclean food from the leavings from the kitchen or
failed to render him personal assistance when he was in need.
Let me make my position absolutely clear. While I do hold
that the institution of untouchability as it stands today has no
sanction in Hinduism, Hinduism does recognize "untouchability55
in a limited sense and under certain circumstances. For instance,
every time that my mother handled unclean things she became
untouchable for the time being and had to cleanse herself by bath-
ing. As a Vaishnava I refuse to believe that anyone can be regarded
untouchable by reason of his or her birth, and such untouchability
as is recognized by religion is by its very nature transitory, easily
removable and referable to the deed not the doer. Not only that.
Just as we revere our mother for the sanitary service that she rend-
ders us when we are infants, and the greater her service the greater
is our reverence for her, similary the Bhangis are entitled to our
highest reverence for the sanitary service they perform for
society.
Now another point. I do not regard inter-dining and inter-
marriage as essential to the removal of untouchability. I believe
in varnashrama dharma. But I eat with Bhangis. I do not know
whether I am a sannyasi, for I seriously doubt whether in this
Kaliyuga it is at all possible for anyone to fulfil the conditions
prescribed for a sannyasi. But I am moving deliberately in the
direction of sannyasa. It is, therefore, not only not necessary for
me to observe these restrictions but their observance may be
even harmful for me. As regards the question of intermarriage,
it does not arise in cases like mine. Sufficient for me to say
that my scheme does not include intermarriage. Let me tell you
that in my own clan all the members do not inter-dine. In
certain cases among our Vaishnava families they do not use each
other's utensils or even cook food on ftire fetched from others*
kitchens. You may call this practice superstitious, but I do not
regard it as such* It certainly does no harm to Hinduism. In
my Ashram, Dudhabhai, one of the untouchable inmates, dines
with the rest without any distinction. But I do not recommend
anybody outside the Ashram to follow thia example. Again, you
fcapw the esteem in which I hold Malaviyaji I would wash feds